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From the Area Commissioner

BEST PRACTICE

�,���V�H�H�P���W�R���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�V���³�E�H�V�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�´���D���O�R�W���W�K�L�V���P�R�Q�W�K�����1�R�W���M�X�V�W���L�Q���6�F�R�X�W�L�Q�J��
but also in a number of other organisations with which I am involved. Having spent the 
last few nights in the snow on the Greenstone Track I had plenty of time to reflect on all 
�V�R�U�W�V���R�I���W�K�L�Q�J�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���³�E�H�V�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�´��

I reached the conclusion that in life we deal a lot with people and with information, and 
both can cause problems. My experience in Scouting has been that it is the people part 
that causes the most problems �± and 90% of the problems are between adults and NOT 
between adults and children, or even between children. As an organisation we need to 
look closely at why this happens. Sometimes it will be a clash of personalities, sometimes 
just plain bad manners. But often it is a misunderstanding of the role that we each play in 
order to achieve the objective of providing children with a great Scouting experience.

Society has rules and regulations to ensure that the system works. Scouting is no 
different. With a few exceptions, the structure of Scouting is designed to allow us to 
achieve the objectives of Scouting. We need to understand the system and how our 
organisation fits in to the rest of the world �± e.g. the laws of the land, tax compliance 
etc.etc.

In recent months I have had to deal with situations where there have been people and 
information problems. From a systems perspective we need to ensure that everyone 
understands and follows the guidelines. From a people perspective we need to look at 
how we relate to each other �± best practice!!!  

This is my challenge to you for the rest of 2005.

26 April 2005

John Guthrie

News & Views
From Scouting Otago

Volume 8 Issue 2
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Andersons Bay Keas

The Andersons Bay keas held a party meeting on 21 February 2005.

The idea was to have a celebration for Lord and Lady Baden-�3�R�Z�H�O�O�V�¶��
birthdays and also to wish seven of our keas, who are turning eight this term 
�³�+�D�S�S�\���%�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�´���D�Q�G���I�D�U�H�Z�H�O�O���W�K�H�P���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���Z�D�\���W�R���&�X�E�V�����:�H���D�O�V�R���Z�D�Q�W�H�G��
to welcome two new keas, one of whom was ready to be invested. We began 
the meeting with news and our official opening. The keas enjoyed finding 
pictures and letters, which we had hidden earlier, to make up the words 
Happy Birthday.

We rested and talked about the beginning of Scouts and why we have 
Founders Weekend. 
The keas made game cubes, dice for games and robots, from different sized 
blocks of wood. 
We made balloon people with balloons and attachments. 
Nikita was invested as a kea and Matthais, Nigel, Liam, Aaron, Caolin, 
Shannon and Erin were farewelled to Cubs. 
The meeting concluded with party food, which was enjoyed by all the keas. 

Diane and Roger

   
Roger, Matthais, Nigel, 
Erin, Brittany and Shannon 
partying.

Shannon with her balloon person
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Venturers at Founders Weekend

Founders Weekend offered us the opportunity to �Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���2�W�D�J�R�¶�V���Q�H�Z�H�V�W���9�H�Q�W�X�U�H�U���8�Q�L�W������
Roslyn has a Unit of 16 Venturers, with the support of two energetic leaders.  South 
�2�W�D�J�R�����D���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���\�R�X�Q�J���9�H�Q�W�X�U�H�U���8�Q�L�W�����Z�D�V���D�O�V�R���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���Z�H�H�N�H�Q�G�¶�V���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V������
Unfortunately, there was a low representation of Venturers on the weekend, due to 
various reasons.  Hopefully next year will be 
different.

I am currently in the planning stages of an area event 
�F�D�O�O�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �³�*�U�X�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �%�U�X�Q�W�´���� �� �,�� �K�D�Y�H�� �G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G�� �D��
long lost trophy for this event, and am hoping that we 
can have a good representation from the Area for this 
challenge.
I would like to remind everyone that Venturers is still 
a Youth section, and as such attend events to 
participate in a programme of activities.  Venturers IS 
NOT a service section, that is what Rovers is all about.  
Please note that at Founders Weekend, the Venturers who 
attended took part in their own programme as did Scouts, 
Cubs, and Keas.  They were not there to spend the 
weekend doing service as was expected by some other 
section leaders.  I would like to take this opportunity to 
make sure everyone understands Venturers is about 
achievement, rather than service.  I would encourage 

anyone who is unsure of the objectives of any section to 
�D�V�N�� �I�R�U���D���F�R�S�\���R�I���W�K�H���³�6�F�R�X�W�L�Q�J���7�R�G�D�\�´���E�U�R�F�K�X�Ue, which 
will give you a greater understanding of what each section is about.
If anyone has any questions, or requires any additional information, please feel free to 
contact me on 474 9547 (wk), 021 868 028, or via Scouting Otago.
Yours in Scouting, Tim Chatfield, Area Venturer Leader

  
Scouts Own at Founders Weekend                        Having fun at Founders Weekend

Service on the confidence course

A Campfire built by Venturers
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Preparation for the water fight and doing the confidence course at Founders Weekend

  
Founders Weekend                                          Flag Break at Founders Weekend

Flag Break at Founders Weekend
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25th Asia-Pacific Regional Scout Jamboree 2005
The 25th Asia-Pacific Regional Jamboree will be held from 28th December 2005 
- 3 January 2006 at Had Yao, Sattahip, Chonburi, Thailand About 180 kms 
Southeast of Bangkok. The camp site is located on a beautiful beachfront on the 
Gulf of Thailand. The theme of the event is  "Scouting: the Road to Peace ". For 
more information visit http://http://www.aprjam25.orgwww.aprjam25.org. Expressions of interest to 
National Office.

NATIONAL SEA SCOUT REGATTA, MOTOTAPU ISLAND, 
AUCKLAND 31 DECEMBER 2005 �± 8 JANUARY 2006

The bid to stage the next Regatta by the Auckland Areas has been successful and more 
publicity on the event will be issued shortly. Group leaders have further information.

�:�K�D�W���D���F�K�R�L�F�H�«���+�D�Y�H���D���J�R�«
Snow School 25 September �± 2 October
Mountaincraft School 2 October -7 October
Walsh Memorial Flying School 5 �± 19 January 2006
Canoe School 14 �± 20 January 2006

PHOTO COMPETITION
New Zealand Mountain Safety Council invites you to submit images for their 40th 
Anniversary Calendar. Open to all members of New Zealand Mountain Safety 
Council and member organisations. The winner of the Best Overall Image prize 
will receive a Bushnell water and shock resistant digital camera from Ampro and 
a SubXero 35 litre Macpac day pack. Thirteen calendar images are to be 
selected, judged on photographic quality, creativity and relevance to Mountain 
Safety activities.Entries close 1 July 2005
ENTER NOW!
Entry forms and rules are available from Hamish at National Office via email as a 
PDF file. Contact hamish@scoutingnz.org.nz for a copy.hamish@scoutingnz.org.nz for a copy.
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LIFE MEMBERSHIP FOR ARTHUR BENNETT

Arthur Bennett was recently granted life membership of the National Council of Scouting 
New Zealand.

Arthur has a long and impressive record of service in scouting over the past 40 plus 
years. His service dates back to 1964 when he joined the Tainui Scout Group Committee 
when one of his sons joined that Group. He finished as chairman in 1970. 

Records show:
Tainui Scout Group - Committee Member and Chairman 1964-1970 = 6 years
Cargill District-Chairman 1970-1972 =2yr 6mo
Larnach District-Chairman 1972-1973 = 1yr 6mo
Cargill District-District Commissioner 1973-present = 31 years

Total Service to date = 41+ years

In addition when one of his sons was a sea scout, Arthur served on the Andersons Bay 
Sea Scout group committee. He also served on the National Council for many years as 
Otago Area Uniformed Representative and previously as an elected member.

Awards from Scouting New Zealand have been:

Medal of Merit 1977
Bar to Medal of Merit 1983
Silver Tiki
Bar to Silver Tiki 1999
Silver Tui 2002

�$�U�W�K�X�U�¶�V��scouting has not been restricted to local activities. He has been involved in at 
least one overseas Jamboree when he was quartermaster for the New Zealand contingent 
at a jamboree in Perth, Australia.

He actually encourages other leaders and youth members to attend national and 
international events. He organised collections to enable Pacific Island scouts to attend 
New Zealand jamborees.

I believe that he was an elected member of the National Council for some 6 years before 
assuming the role of Otago Area Uniformed Representative for some 10 years. He 
attended an early �&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�U�V�¶��Woodbadge Course and encourages leaders in his 
District to become fully trained.

He has represented District Commissioners in Otago on the Otago Area Administration 
Committee for at least 20 years. His contributions are worthwhile and considerable.
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For some years he assisted with the running of the Kia Toa Scout Group, comprising 
people with intellectual disabilities who all gained substantial personal growth from the 
experiences provided. He ensured that these people attended jamborees, the last being at 
Oamaru.

�$�U�W�K�X�U�¶�V���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���W�R���6�F�R�X�W�L�Q�J���K�D�V���Q�R�W���E�H�H�Q���P�X�Q�G�D�Q�H�����+�H���L�V���D���S�U�L�P�H���P�R�Y�H�U���D�Q�G���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�R�U��
who has been highly supportive of Scout Groups and Leaders, their training and activities 
without respite. He offers wise counsel to lay and uniformed members and is fully aware 
of happenings in the Cargill District and its constituent groups.

Note-worthy among his achievements has been organising the Otago Excursion Train to 
transport scouts from Southland, Otago and even Canterbury to several jamborees. One 
of these trips involved taking this passenger to the North Island, the first passenger train 
to be transported from the South Island to the North Island (and return) in 1981.

�$�U�W�K�X�U�¶�V���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H���D���O�R�W���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���6�F�R�X�Wing. He has been involved as a rugby 
coach, a team manager and administrator as well as being a keen indoor and outdoor 
bowler. He is currently president of the Tainui Sports Society that encompasses indoor 
and outdoor bowls as well as croquet. Additionally he is a member of the Otago Branch 
of the Vintage Car Club of NZ.

Arthur Bennett addressing 
the meeting.

Arthur Bennett receiving his 
certificate as Life member of the 
National Council at its Annual 
Meeting held at Tatum Park on 
Saturday 2 April 05 from Geoff 
Thompson the National President 
of Scouting New Zealand.
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National Scouting News Snippets

Attendance At Overseas Events
Each year many members of Scouting New Zealand attend events outside NZ. In 
order for Scouting NZ to adequately assist and keep track of participants in 
overseas events we have Rule 51(d) in place:

(d) Overseas Visits: 
       (i) Scouts proposing to camp or travel outside New Zealand must obtain the 
sanction of National Office, the application must be accompanied by a 
recommendation from the Group Leader and District Commissioner. As special 
conditions may need to be fulfilled, National Office permission should be sought 
before firm arrangements are made. 

If you plan to attend an overseas Scouting event you will need to fill in an OPS23 
form, have it endorsed by your Group Leader or District/Area Commissioner (as 
appropriate) and send it in to National Office.

Term 1  ends on April 15th and school restarts May 2nd. Now is the time to be 
doing your planning -���G�R�Q�¶�W���I�R�U�J�H�W���W�R���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���R�X�W�G�R�R�U�V���L�Q���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H��

Important dates to mark in your diaries for Term 2.
SA 19 �±Tatum Park - 7 to 13 May. 

Create and Deliver Part 2 �± 3 to 6 June for all National Commissioners, 
Assistants and Area Training Leaders.

Meeting for Area Scout Leaders and Area Cub Leaders 17,18,19 June. Venue to 
be advised.

�-�X�O�\�����V�W���L�V���W�K�H���2�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���V�W�D�U�W���I�R�U���6�F�R�X�W�L�Q�J���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���0�R�G�X�O�D�U���7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���6�\�V�W�H�P��

Queen Scout Presentation - Christchurch 2 July.

PROVOKE
The Ministry of Youth Development is looking for youth organisations and youth 
centres with young people aged 14-18 who might be interested in becoming 
youth voice advocates. These young people must be keen to be youth voice 
advocates for one year and not in significant leadership positions. More 
information is available from Emma Haxton (emma.haxton001@myd.govt.nz) or emma.haxton001@myd.govt.nz) or 
Michelle Ngakai (michelle.ngakai001@myd.govt.nz). If anyone is interested michelle.ngakai001@myd.govt.nz). If anyone is interested 
please let Hamish know at National Office.
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RE:DEFINE - Youth Week 2005
The idea of challenging stereotypes is the theme of this year's Youth Week (9-15 
May). According to Project Coordinator Anoushka Isaac, "RE:DEFINE is about 
challenging stereotypes and celebrating young people for who they really are -
an expression of how they see themselves, rather than how society sees them. 
The idea came from the concept that young people are stereotyped in day-to-day 
life."

In New Zealand Youth Week is coordinated by the New Zealand Association for 
Adolescent Health & Development with sponsorship from the Ministry of Youth 
Development (MYD). During this year's Youth Week MYD will be promoting a 
number of exciting new youth participation activities, including PROVOKE and 
the new Youth Advisory Group. For more information see the Youth Week 
website at www.youthweek.co.nzwww.youthweek.co.nz

What are we celebrating?
A keen student of the history of Scouting has questioned celebrating the 90th 
�D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���R�I���&�X�E�E�L�Q�J���L�Q�������������J�L�Y�H�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���-�X�Q�L�R�U���6�F�R�X�W�V���R�U���³�%�X�O�O��
Pu�S�V�´���L�Q���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���E�H�I�R�U�H������������ In fact, according to the Scoutbase website, 
B-P outlined a scheme for Junior Scouts in 1914, a scheme that would have 
legitimised what was already happening in the UK as well as in New Zealand.
However, it was in 1916 tha�W���7�K�H���: �R�O�I���&�X�E�¶�V���+�D�Q�G�E�R�R�N���Z�D�V���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J��
the basis for a programme especially for the younger age group based on The 
Jungle Book. ���7�K�H���V�\�P�E�R�O�L�V�P���H�P�E�R�G�L�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���W�D�O�H�V���R�I���0�R�Z�J�O�L�¶�V���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�V���Z�L�W�K��
the Seeonee Pack is, of course, still a key feature of the Cub Programme.  So 
although there may have been a junior section of Scouting earlier than 1916 and 
New Zealand may not have adopted the Wolf Cub programme until some time 
�D�I�W�H�U���������������Z�H���K�D�Y�H���F�K�R�V�H�Q���W�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���7�K�H���: �R�O�I���&�X�E�¶�V���+�D�Q�G�E�R�R�N��
in 1916 as the birth date of Cubbing.  We will therefore celebrate 2006 as the 
90th anniversary of Cubbing just as we celebrated our 80th anniversary in 1996, 
the 70th in 1986 and so on.  Not that it really matters �± what we really want is an 
excuse for a party and a good fun theme for National Cub Day!!

International Events
�������(�D�U�W�K�¶�V���(�Q�H�U�J�\���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���-�D�P�E�R�U�H�H���L�Q���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G���������± 26. of July  2005
Looking for a new experience? Something exciting to do, in new surrounding with 
scouts from everywhere? 
Next (northern) summer there will be an International Jamboree in Iceland. The 
Jamboree will be held in a beautiful area the Úlfljótsvatn Scout Center 45 
�P�L�Q�X�W�H�V���G�U�L�Y�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�D�S�L�W�D�O���F�L�W�\���5�H�\�N�M�D�Y�t�N�����7�K�H���-�D�P�E�R�U�H�H���W�K�H�P�H���L�V���³�(�D�U�W�K�¶�V��
�(�Q�H�U�J�\�´���D�Q�G���Z�H�¶�U�H���H�[�S�H�F�W�L�Qg between 3-5.000 participants, staff members and 
others guests. At our last jamboree 2002 there were around 1000 foreign 
participants. For further information visit our web-site, www.scout.is/jamboreewww.scout.is/jamboree or 
send us mail to jamboree@scout.isjamboree@scout.is
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2. The international campsite "Pfadfinderdorf Zellhof" organizes the 5th 
International Hiking Expedition "Begegnung 2006 - Coming Together 2006" from 
August 6th to 17th, 2006 and invites all Scouts and Guides of your organization 
above the age of sixteen to partizipate in this camp. The program mainly consists 
of a 4-day alpine mountain tour in the Austrian alps, different acitivites at 
"Pfadfinderdorf Zellhof" as well as a visit to the city of Salzburg. "Pfadfinderdorf 
Zellhof" ist situated 25 km north of the city of Salzburg in Austria/Europe. More 
information about the camp (camp fee, accomodation, catering, reservation, 
program, ...) you can find at our homepage:

www.zwww.zellhof.at/begegnung

�$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W���/�H�D�G�H�U���7�U�D�L�Q�H�U�¶�V���&�R�X�U�V�H

Sue Smith, Neil Moyle, Jeff Burrow and Kaye Mowat attended a course for 
assistant Leader trainers on 8,9 10 April at Tatum Park. They heard all about the 
new training scheme.

USE OF WAIORA

Most of our scout groups and sections are very good with respect to booking 
fields when they wish to use them for weekend, day or night activities. 

Please do not assume that any part of the campsite, including the chapel or 
campfire circle, is available at any time just because you are involved with 
scouting. It could be that the turf is booked for use by guides, a school group, 
police, church group or another of our happy tenants.

�7�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���\�R�X�U���X�V�H���D�Q�G���V�R���W�K�D�W���\�R�X�U���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���G�R���Q�R�W���³�F�O�D�V�K�´���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U��
group�¶�V�����S�O�H�D�V�H���P�D�N�H���D���E�R�R�N�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H���$�U�H�D���2�I�I�L�F�H���S�K�R�Q�H������������������

NEW DISTRICT COMMISSIONER �± Central Otago

We are pleased to announce that Brian Seymour QSM has been appointed as 
District Commissioner for Central Otago.

Brian has a lot of scouting in his background as a youth member and leader 
including sea scouts. He recently retired as Senior Sergeant of Police based in 
Alexandra. 

Leaders undertaking activities within the Central Otago District should forward a 
copy of their activity intention forms to Brian whose postal address is: 
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Rapid 383 Alexandra/Clyde Highway
RD 1
Alexandra

The Central Otago District includes the Maniototo (around Ranfurly), the 
Manuherikia Valley (around Omakau and Poolburn), Alexandra, Clyde and from 
Millers Flat-Ettrick to Roxburgh.

Calendar
April

30 Scout Skills Weekend Waiora

May

1 Scout Skills Weekend - Waiora

2 School Term 2 Starts

7-13 Scouting Advanced Course - Tatum Park

11 Campsite Committee

14 National Executive Committee

16 Admin & Finance Committee

17 Being Safe Module - 2 Hours

21 Keas Ideas Day

June

6 Queens Birthday Weekend

11-12 Cub Programme Weekend

15 Campsite Committee

11 Programme & Training Committee

11 Scouting Explained

15 Campsite Committee

18-19 Scout Brass Monkey

20 Being a Mentor 2 Hours - Dunedin

20 AWA Committee

20 Admin & Finance Committee

24-26 Second Gang Show Camp - Waiora

30 Census Date
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HANDY CONTACT INFORMATION

Area Commissioner John Guthrie 454 2499 jguthrie@business.otago.ac.nzjguthrie@business.otago.ac.nz
Deputy Area 
Commissioner

Hec Browett 487 6726 hec@scoutingotago.org.nzhec@scoutingotago.org.nz

Area Treasurer Greg Verhoef 454 3366 greg@horwathdn.co.nzgreg@horwathdn.co.nz
Area Support Office 
Manager

Ross Davidson 477 6644 admin@scoutingotago.org.nzadmin@scoutingotago.org.nz

Area Training Leader Kaye Mowat 03 418 0156 rod.jop@ihug.co.nzjop@ihug.co.nz
Programme and Training 
Administration Manager

Ruth Pearce 477 6644 trainingsupport@scoutingotago.org.nztrainingsupport@scoutingotago.org.nz

Area Rover Leader Vacant
Area Venturer Leader Tim Chatfield 455 5015 chatz@paradise.net.nzchatz@paradise.net.nz
Area Trainer Jeff Burrow 482 2233 JEFFBURROW@xtra.co.nz
Area Trainer Neil Moyle 476 4294 moyleneil@hotmail.commoyleneil@hotmail.com
Area Kea Leader Sue Smith 455 0144 thebigsmiths@hotmail.comthebigsmiths@hotmail.com

District Commissioners
Cargill Arthur Bennett 455 0960
Flagstaff David Preston 476 2282 davidp@ihug.co.nzdavidp@ihug.co.nz
Leith Stuart Vacant
Saddle Hill/Taieri Keith Moore 0274 506737 kmoore@abbgrain.co.nzkmoore@abbgrain.co.nz
South Otago Rodney Jopson 03 418 0156 rod.jop@ihug.co.nzrod.jop@ihug.co.nz
North Otago Derek 

Beveridge
03 434 5567 derek.beveridge@police.govt.nzderek.beveridge@police.govt.nz

Congratulations to Otago 
Rover Crew for winning the 
Fergus McLaren Banner at 

the recent Rover Moot 
2005. Well done!
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(Acting)
Lakes Curly Lewis 03 443 8103
Central Otago Brian Seymour 03 448 8290 bgseymour@xtra.co.nzbgseymour@xtra.co.nz


